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Ohio’s performance on population health outcomes
has declined relative to other states

Source: Table prepared by the Health Policy Institute of Ohio based on United Health Foundation 
America’s Health Rankings and U.S. Census Bureau Current Population Survey data.
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The Ohio Perinatal Quality Collaborative Progesterone 
Project is achieving significant reductions in preterm births

OPQC Progesterone Project participating hospitals aggregate percent 
births to mothers with a history of previous preterm birth

Before 37 weeks gestation                 Before 32 weeks gestation

Source: Ohio Perinatal Quality Collaborative analysis of vital statistics (March 2016)
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Ohio Infant Mortality Rates by Race

Source: Vital Statistics birth and mortality files, Ohio Department of Health (2014)



Neighborhoods in nine Ohio communities accounted 
for 89 percent of black infant deaths and nearly       
half of white infant deaths in 2014.

Ohio has significant disparities for many health
outcomes by race, income and geography

Source: Vital Statistics birth and mortality files, Ohio Department of Health (2014)



Ohio’s 2016 priorities to reduce infant mortality

Focus resources where the need is greatest

• Provide Medicaid coverage for all low-income Ohioans, including 
300,000+ previously uninsured women

• Provide enhanced care management for every woman in high-risk 
neighborhoods (cost absorbed by the Medicaid health plans)

• Support nine Ohio Institute for Equity in Birth Outcomes (OEI) 
communities ($145,000 for community engagement, $900,000 in 
Child and Family Health Services grant set-asides, and $1 million 
for epidemiological and infant mortality data analysis)

• Invest $26.8 million over two years through Medicaid health plans 
to support projects in OEI communities – to date Medicaid has 
announced four projects in Summit County totaling $1.6 million

Source: Ohio Governor’s Office of Health Transformation (March 2016) and Ohio 
Department of Medicaid press release (March 15, 2016)



Ohio’s 2016 priorities to reduce infant mortality

Strengthen Ongoing Initiatives

• Support OPQC activities to reduce preterm births ($537,000)

• Support Progesterone Prematurity Prevention ($360,000)

• Provide Maternal Opiate Medical (MOMS) support ($982,000)

• Expand access to “Centering Pregnancy” peer support ($900,000)

• Expand the Pathways Community HUB model ($2 million)

• Partner with hospitals to promote safe sleep ($555,000)

• Fund strategies to reduce maternal smoking ($867,000)

• Conduct infant and maternal death reviews ($240,000)

• Invest in research to reduce infant mortality ($3 million)

Source: Ohio Governor’s Office of Health Transformation (March 2016)
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Ohio is aligning public health and coverage strategies



Public health strategies alone are not sufficient
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$81.6 billion

Source: “Public Health” includes  $407 million federal, $188 million state, and $440 million 
local funds, Ohio Department of Health Annual Report (2015); “health coverage” includes 
total all payers by state of residence, CMS National  Health Expenditure Data (2009)

https://www.odh.ohio.gov/~/media/ODH/ASSETS/Files/health resources/reports/Annual Report 2015 Pillars of Public Health.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Statistics-Trends-and-Reports/NationalHealthExpendData/Downloads/res-tables.pdf
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However, the current system is horribly misaligned …
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• The Office of Health Transformation (OHT) and Ohio Department 
of Health (ODH) will convene a state working group to implement 
HPIO recommendations for improving the state health assessment 
and updating the state health improvement plan in 2016

• By June 2016, ODH will publish guidance to assist local health 
departments and tax-exempt hospitals collaborate on community 
health assessments and improvement plans, and draft legislation 
that requires these entities to use the same three-year planning 
timeline and publicly report assessments and plans

• OHT will work with Medicaid managed care plans and commercial 
health insurance plans to adopt a statewide patient-centered 
medical home care delivery and payment model that incorporates 
population health priorities into provider performance measures
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Next Steps in 2016
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