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Earlier today I “dropped” with the Clerk’s office legislation for Medicaid Reform.  This language is truly a 

product born out of many conversations with Representatives and focuses attention on the need to 

wrap protections around our Medicaid Benefits in Ohio.  It will provide the coverage needed for those 

who are least in the position of being able to provide for themselves, while providing a pathway to 

opportunities for those who need assistance in moving up the ladder and off of public assistance.   

 

No legislation is the end all of solving all social issues; this legislation is intended to serve as a foundation 

to build around.   I would envision the work being done in the Healthier Ohio Working Group and other 

groups to produce additional legislation and programs developed around the ever changing social issues 

of how we assist Ohioans and put them in a position of being able to succeed to their personal greatest 

achievements. Many of the best approaches to assist Ohioans are not legislated, but rather are initiated 

because communities see a need and have a passion to help.  This passion and drive to help folks, 

though it is not something that can be legislated, can only be encouraged and motivated through 

policies and awareness. 

 

I am looking forward to sponsor testimony in the near future, but wanted to provide a base prior to my 

testimony.  

 

HB XX Medicaid Reform  

 

Below is a brief overview of HB XXX – Medicaid Reform.  It sets the core in which the General Assembly 

and the Office on Medical Assistance  (Medicaid) will maintain, enhance, and develop dynamic reforms 

with the purpose of improving the health and quality of life of Ohioans.   

 

The legislation outlines the pillars that will guide this process by: 



 

1. Requires the Administration to make significant additional Medicaid reforms. 

2. Authorizes Ohio Medicaid to seek federal approval to extend coverage and provides a 

temporary appropriation to implement. The appropriation is for federal special revenue only (no 

state funds) and expires June 30, 2015. 

3. Includes a “circuit breaker” that automatically shuts down and rolls back any coverage 

expansion if the federal government reduces its financial commitment. 

4. Guarantees legislative oversight of any Medicaid coverage expansion because additional 

legislative action (an appropriation in the next operating budget) is required to further extend 

coverage beyond June 30, 2015. 

5. Revises the duties of the existing Joint Committee on Medicaid Technology and Reform and 

requires the Medicaid Director to report to the Committee on the Department’s compliance 

with Medicaid reform objectives quarterly with an annual report submitted to the General 

Assembly. 

 

The following outlines in more detail HB XX Medicaid Reforms and mechanics  

 

SECTION 1 

 

1. Sec. 101.391 revises the duties and membership of the existing Joint Committee on Medicaid 

Technology and Reform, and requires the Medicaid Director to report to the Committee on the 

Department’s compliance with Medicaid reform objectives described below (5111.80). 

 

2. Sec. 5111.0126 authorizes Ohio Medicaid to extend coverage but only if the federal government 

covers 100 percent of the cost for three years, phasing down to 90 percent in 2020 and beyond; 

and per recipient costs for the overall Medicaid population are reduced. Paragraph B includes a 

“circuit breaker” that automatically shuts down any coverage expansion if the federal 

government reduces its financial commitment. 

 

3. Sec. 5111.80 requires the Administration to implement significant additional Medicaid reforms 

that do all of the following: 

 

a. Improve the health of Medicaid recipients while reducing costs, including 

uncompensated care costs; Control Medicaid costs and reduce the rate of increase in 

expenditures; 

b. Enroll at least 80 percent of Medicaid recipients in private sector health plans; 

c. Require Medicaid recipients to assume greater personal responsibility through cost 

sharing and by incorporating the objectives of health savings accounts through value-

based insurance design; 

d. Ensure that Medicaid recipients who abuse narcotics receive proper treatment and are 

unable to access the narcotics they abuse through the health care system; 



e. Promote employment-related services and job training available under Medicaid and 

other programs to lower Medicaid caseloads by assisting able-bodied, adult Medicaid 

recipients into the workforce; 

f. Make the administration of the Medicaid program more efficient and establish the state 

as a national leader in preventing Medicaid fraud and abuse; and 

g. Support health care payment innovations in the private sector by assisting other 

purchasers of health care services and health care providers by leveraging the Medicaid 

program’s purchasing power. 

 

4. Sec. 5111.801 identifies the Ohio Medicaid Director’s existing authority to seek federal approval 

to implement Medicaid reform. 

 

5. Sec. 5111.802 requires the Ohio Medicaid Director to provide an annual report on the progress 

being made to implement the Medicaid reforms described above. The first report is due not 

later than December 31, 2014 so the legislature has time to consider the results of reform and 

whether or not to continue those reforms during budget deliberations in 2015. 

 

6. Sec. 5111.947 establishes a Medicaid reform fund to receive federal funds (no state funds) 

related to extending Medicaid coverage. 

 

SECTION 2 

• Replaces the existing language related to the Joint Committee on Medicaid Technology and Reform 

with the language in the bill. 

 

SECTION 3 

• Appropriates federal funds (no state funds) to extend Medicaid coverage in state fiscal years 2014 and 

2015. The temporary appropriation guarantees legislative oversight of any coverage expansion because 

additional legislative action (an appropriation in the next operating budget) is required to further extend 

coverage beyond June 30, 2015. 
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